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THE CUBAN QUESTION.

We publish to-dny a communieation on this
subject over the signature of = Au Nwmerican,”
to which we wonld wost carnestly invite the
attention of our readers.
of a pure patriot, whose comumanding shilities,
high integrite, and loug and lutimare know
ledge of public affairs, not only pive lLim a
right to speak freely and finukly o his fellow
citizens, but muke it the duty o all 1o listen 10
his words as the words of wisdom and experi-
ence.

It is fram the pen

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS.
PACIFIC RATILROAD,

We have already sufficiently indicated owr
position upon the great general question, and
the particular scheme which stands at the head
of this article.  What we purpose uow to do, is
to show that, upon principles of policy, as sound
as those of constitutionality, the demoeratic doe
trine is the true one—that the federsl govern
ment should not interfere with its means or by
its power, to construet those great lines of im-
provement which are destined to interlnce our
entire country, and to join the oeeans in an in-
dissoluble alliance, which will establish the as-
cendency of American commerce in our rivalry
with the nations of the world. The Suates.
and the individual capitalists of the Stares, will
be found entirely competent to the consumma-
tion of all these valuable facilities to free-
trade and intercourse among ourselves, us the
basis of that large frecdom of trade and inter.
course which sooner or later is destined to bind
in one the powers of the earth.

If there be one thing upon which political
economists are agreed, aud in which they have
the support of the common sense of the world,

it is that economy and efficicney are the charac-
teristics of individual enterprise: while extrava.
gance and comparativk inefliciency ure peenliar
to government schemes, The reasons for this
are obvious.

Every governmnent, from fhe very nature of

it machinery and of the parasites who eling o |

it for supiport, is interested in increasing its
revenue and its expenditures. Thie party hav-
ing the dishursements to make—witl its friends
clamorous for reward for their serviees in ele

spiri. We say they are the inevitable conse-
quences of human sction under the two sets of
motives to which we have referred. TIndeed, it
has become & ecommon sentiment, that the fed-
eral government is fair gome for spoils-men, - It
‘is the resuli—a necessary evil consequence—
ol any government, which an efficient admin
istration way cheek and restrain—Dbut cannot
wholly grevent,

Now, let this government underiake a grand
system of internal improvements—to e man
:l;,.'-'ll h_'.‘ thousands of subordinate ueents, whose
duty wny so often contlict with their interest—
to he undertaken by keen aud unprincipled eon-
tractors, whose wants will lead them to exnget 4
all, which a limited experience or the seruples
of the official may permithim to grant—requir
ine eillions for their consummation, and involy-
ing an hmmensge patronnge 1o be distributed
pwong party aldberenls—arousing hundreds of
hitherto quiet and unobirasive people to make a
crand nssanlt upon the eoffers of the trensury.’
And who can egtimate the spivit of plunder and
corruption, or the amonut of both, which would
spring from such a system?  Onee began, it
would never end ;s for it would awaken dedires
which nothing could satisfy but the perpetual
fitrgess of the money of the people, to the idle,
hungry, unprincipled beggars, who would cling
to the treasury as the only source of an ade-
quate livelihood.

Such would be unyuestionably the result of
the entrance by the federal government upon
the internal improvement system.  Keonomy
would cease to preside over the administration
of vur affairs —and in s stead, plunder and
peculation would assert apd maintain o per-
petual and unrestrained sopremacy,

A similar comrse of reasoning would show,
that the ¢fficiency of such a system upon the
basis of government support would be much
less than upon the busis of individual capital.

None are so shrewd, so intervested, so likely
to b correct in a matter of investment, us the
If he is

right, he is the gainer—if wrong, it is kis loss.

owner of the capital invested—why?

Nelf-inlerest  enjoins  prudence —imposes  re-
straints upon the wayward course of faney—
and gives energy to the judgment.  No motive
of political ambition—no object of party sue-
eess=—uo corrupt intrigue with greedy contract-
ors—ean tempt the timid eapitalist to venture
bis thousands or willions upon n scheme Hal
will not pay-—nor to conduet irin 8 manner
that will Lring loss 1o himself and disaster to
his project.  As fur as sreeess may be predica-
ted of human effort, the principle of sellfiuter-
pst will ensuie it, by inducing pradence il the
ineeption and energy in the proseention of onr
schemes,

How different the state of things, when gov-
ernments nndertake to carry on such a systemn !
How entangled it conduet beeomes with mo-

tives of ambition—of party policy or even per-

vating it to power—is not unwilling to swell the
profits of jobbers in order to angment or retain
its popularity. Nor is this all. It is notorions, |

sonal argrandizement in the oflicial agents!
| Who :,rxu'u-.' it i aweeeeds?  Who loses if
I,Hrf'fx_’ Not the agents of the government.

that with & nll treasnry no one seems inter | Their fidelity is not secured by advantage from

ested in economizing the expenses of the rov-
ernment. Its buildings are more magnificent— |
its grounds more extensive and beautifol— !
,its most ordinary conveniences, on a siale of |

| suoeess, or damage from failure.  The peaple—
] 3

the senttered—unheeding  people © pay  the
piper,” where there is a loss—but they pay in
the aggregate—sach paying too little to make

profuse and uncontrolled expenditure which | him feel it keenly. If there ds success, each
bear no comparison with the rigid economy of | receives tuo little to gives him amoment’s de-

the individpal capitalist,

light. Hence, there is no man under the gov-

This is the fanlt only of human nature. Itis | ernment system whose self interest would in-

impossible that it should he otherwise. A ful)
purse begets cxtravagant habits —while a
stinted one exacts economy. The disbursement
of one’s own is always restrained by a con-
sideration of the labor and trouble inseparahle
from the gradual accumulation of fortune ; while
the expenditure of that which is another's, ex
* eept in cases unhappily exceptional, is too ofien
reckless, and unchecked by strict principles of
justice and honor, In fact, it is so much moye
easy to be extravagant than economical—it in-
volves so much less of care and petty annoy-
ance—that, where motives of selfinterest do
not interpose a restraining lnﬂ‘u&h{‘&, profuse-
ness of expenditure will be the general rule,
while the reverse will be of rare occiirrence.
While this is the fact in all cases of dele-
gated trusts, we say it is peculiarly so where
the trustee is a government. Who are the
owners of the money expended?  Tie peeple.
How many? 25,000,000!

How large is the

interest of each in the whole expenditure? |
The answers to these questions will show that, |

upon the well-known proverh, that “what is
everybody's business is really nobody's,” the
remote and scattered responsibility of o go
vernment for its expenditures amonnts really
almost to an irresponsibility, which indunees
and encourages a reckless discharge of public
trust.

Bat this tendency is increased by the nature
of taxation under our federal system. It is ac-
tually true of the mass of the people, that un-
der the method of taxation by duties, they are
unconsecious of the burthen of 60,000,000,
withdrawn from their pockets for government
uges,  An increase of ten per cent. in State
taxes will put its population in & tymult, while
they bear without sensation the rise of foderal
income from taxes, from 1846 10 18543, of over
100 per cent.! Economy is a text for State
‘poﬁtit.’iﬂﬂﬂ l)f great |r'--l'|':f, becpuse 1t .|IT|Inu'I-
ance is felt from the rogulas ealls of -
gatherer, diminishing, by u direet withdrawal,
the annual income of every man in the couniry,

It fails ta be as effective, when the man is 1old | w

to find the amount of hiz taxes in the inereas
of his store account or of his hlacksmith's hill,
y AL]I‘] to all of these FEAsSOnNe, w }'." extravagancs

i# made easy to our federal government, the |

fact that in a country so extensive as our Union,
the capital is the centré point for the gathering
of jobbers to feed upon the treasury, and that
their schemes can be but little known to the
remote ploncer of the western wild—the secluded
planter, the guiet farmer, or the industrions

mechanic. And we may well account for the

fact, that while Galphins are frequent and cue- |

cessful daimants upon the federal government,
such cases are rare in the hi\!lrf}' of the Stute
governments, and almost unknown in that of
individual calitalists.

To test the difference which we sre now dis
cussing hetween the tendencies of gpovernments

and individuals to economy in carrving out their |
ach man compare the anxious |

rchemes, let
deliberation which marks his own entrance
upon and condeot of them, with the admitted
offhand and almost carcless determiostion of

" the officers of the government in respect (o
them.

| apive desire for success, or disappointment in
failure,

Such, in vur opinion, are a few of the reasons
which make government schemes of internal
T proveme it -"‘Mr:u'ngnm. inefficient, and cor-
We believe that experience justifies
Where they
Lave heen attempted, they have furnished

rupting.
and sustaing our conclasions,

rloomy histories of error, mismanagement, and
Where internal improve-
| ments have been earried on upon the hasis of

cutly of failure.

freq

fndividial enterprize,.suceess has crowned ex-
| ertion, it not invariably, al least so-much oftener
| than upon the other principle, as to establish
the reasoning we have adopted.
The application of our views to the great Pa-
cific line is emsy, That the great iron high-
| way o the Pacific will be made, we have never
| entertained a doubt. No pressin the Uniod i
imhr'- earnestly solicitons for its construction
| than the Seadincd. Tt will e an achieveiment
But we
trust and believe, when it iz necomplished, it
| will he & monnment of that American enter-

worthy of our age and of our country.

[ prise—a trophy of that American seience,
i which, when directed h: the free, progressive,
Pand cxpanding American spirit, have never
: futled to attain’ their noble ends, in "]l’"‘!ll‘i!lg
[ the character, ndvancing the prosperity, and
i That it
| is practicable to individual capital and en.

promuting the glory of our country,

[ ergy, let the immense sum, already subseribed,
| let the improvements alrendy  consummated,
apswer. We venture to say, that when eapital is
wanted for the road—when energy and genins
{ are required to carey it forwarl, young dineci-
ca with its rvigor, and eld Adwerica with s
means, will ecomplete this great and essential
link o the chain of the world's commerce and
intercoursge in o manner which ghall be worthy

of the American people, ns it will be withont
the aid of the American government !

OUR FLAG STILL FLIES.
When, ns conductors of a public journal, we
vere thrown by the foree of circumstances in
the midst of the New York combatants, we es-
poused the enuse of the national democrats.
i We did vo from the convietion that they were
vight.  They bud always stood by the Con-
stitntion, They had always repudiated here-
sies and rejected divins.  Their adversaries
I}uui. on the contrary, always shown them-
[ selves 1o be regular soldiers of fortune, fight-
| ing under the banner where the pay was high-
| est and most certnin,  Up to the time of the
| Baltimore convention they bad been freesoil-
' The same want of principle that made
them untrue to their brethren of the sonth,
wade them betray their hrethren of the north,

| One charncteristic that marks them, and evi.

Lol

{ dences their astuteness, more than their virtue,
i5 that they are so well organized and disci
plined that they never desert in detail, but
wlways abandon their ailies in & body. As in-
dividnals, they would L contemptible; as a
| compaet band, they are formidable. We have,
| bowever, so often stated vur reagons for es-
_| pousing the cavse of the national democrats
i that we do not now purpose repenting them.
We did not desire the controversy 1o become

We do not sy these things in w fault-finding | national in its charagter, We did not wish to

see the seeds of discord that had been sown
there, seattered broadeast over the country,
From our hearts we wished the elements of
contention confined to the State in which they
firet appeared. Bot it was ordered otherwise.
Pross after press embarked in the contest.
Effurts, and very ill-advised efforts, were made
to drag the high and honored functionaries of
this great government into these unfortunate
brawls. “It was at this juncture that we found
ourselves forced into the difficulty, We delib-
erated calmly ; we canvassed the merits of the
two factions with cantion, and the result was
that we declared in favor of the national demo-
crats. It was not our purpose to array our-
selves against the administration. Nor did we
doso. We thought that the administration had
no business to meddle with the matter. It was
beneath its notice, This was so clear to our
mipd that we could not, for a moment, doubt
that the administration would take the same
view. . .

But had the administration entered the field,
and headed that party which we term freeesoil-
ers, but which one of the cabinet has told us
he does not so regard, we would have felt it
our duty, as the conductors of an independent
journal, (not an organ,) to pursue the plain
path which we had marked out, withont feat or
favor. If, at this last stage of the coutest,
when the crisis is at hand,. the administration
shall see fit to quit its high position of serene
dignity and grovel in the dust pell mell with
the New York combatants, we will still raise
our voice in hehalf of the national democrats.
We wounld not recognise the administration as
an administration in so unworthy a brawl. We
would shut our e¥es against so unseemly an act.

But whilst, in this matter, we would disap-
prove any such action on the part of the go-
vernment, in other respects we would still be
its fast friend and its warm supporter. We
would adhere to it as the exponent of the prin-
ciples and faith of the democratic party. There
are specks on the sun, but we would not reject
its light and its heat for that cause. No more
would we array ourselves in antagonism to the
President and his cabinet because we disap-
prove one single act of theirs, No man can say
with truth that he approves of every act of any
public man. He is a false friend who sees ano-
ther act indiscreetly without having the manli-
ness and independence to advise him against it.
We wish to be understood and will therefore
repeat that even if the administration should
connect itself with these squabbles, whilst we
will not hesitate to condemn such interference,
we will still uphold its principles and policy.
We are sorry, very sorry, to find that a few
of the presses of the country, particularly some
in the south, which sided with ns when the
New York fend became nationalized, have
hearkened to bad counsels or suffered them-
selves 1o be misled by their fears. They wrote
strongly on the subject. They solemnly com-
mitted themselves hefore the world to the for-
tunes of the national democrats. Not content

_with writing themselves, they copied from our

own paper the strongest articles that we wrote.
They endorsed those articles and commended
them to their readers. But suddenly, in the
twinkling of an eye, they have faced ahout.
They have changed their uniform and their
colors. From being friends, they have become
enemies to the national demoerats. What is
the meaning of these magical and mysterious
tevgriversations? The whole couuntry fecls the
same surprise, and gives utterance to exclama-
tions of wonder. Nor is it alone a feeling of
surprise that we have, it is also one of mortifi-
cation and of shame.

Hpwever, let others do as they will, for our
part, we etand now where we stood at first.
Neither the smiles of friends shall entice, nor
the frowns of enemies frighten us from pursu-
ing the path that our judgment and conscience
approve, Come weal, come wo—desert who
may, we will stick by our flag to the last. Let
unmanly fears, or ‘sordid hopes, or ambitious
aspirations tempt other presses from the paths
of independence and rectitude—for our part we
have made onr choiee, and we will abide it to
the last.

But the country asks, and asks with empha-
sig, where be the puns that so lately poured
their volleys into the ranks of the mercenary
Where be the stalwart soldiers
that manned those guns? One after another
has abandoned his post and appeared in the
ranks of the enemy, Were they hireling sol-
diers, or did they desert from fear? Can they
hold up their heads and fuce honest men after
this their more than Arnold treason? That
the masses of the people, north and south—par-
ticularly of the south—and the majority of the
press are with us we believe, as firmly as we
do that the freesoilers are against, and the na-
tional democrats in favor of upholding the Con-
stitution of the country. We wounld not speak
harshly—but we feel most keenly the shame of
these sudden and unexampled apostacies, few
and inconsiderable thongh they be.

freesoilers?

From an Edinburgh Paper.

Baprisw ExtraorpixARY.—Au interesting,
novel, and romantic christening took place o
few days ago on the 340th anniversary of the
Battle of I-ﬁcn]drm, on the battle-ground where
King James 1IV. fell, September 10, 1513, sur-
rounded by his nobles and the chivalry of Scot-
land. Captain G, F. Lindsay, of the United
States marine corps, who recently left the Uni-
ted States as bearer of despatches to the
Ameriean legations at London and Paris, being
in Seotland on a visit to his wife's relatives and
his own kinsman, conceived the notion of hav-
ing his infant son christened on that reputedly
glorious though fatal field to Seotland. For
this purpose a party was made up, and the
Rev. Patrick Brewster, of the M:I::cy church,
Paisley, a friend of his wife's family, the Fras-
ers of Newfield House, near Johnstone, was
invited to officiate at the ceremony, and who,
kindly consenting to do so, the party proceeded
by railway from i‘dinbur h to Berwick, where
they took carriages and drove fifteen miles to
the battle field, and on the margin of Camphill
Burn, a beantiful little stream running through
the field into the river Till, the infant boy was
baptized from the water of that limpid stream,
under the name of Walter Edzell, in memory
of the gallant young Walter of Edzell, who
fought under the king's bauner, and was one of
the faithful band who, after the day was utterly
lost, formed themselves into & ring, and fought
to the last in defence of their king, till he fell
in the midst of them. Captain Lindsay had
many ancestral kinsmen killed in that bloody
battfe. Amon g them was Earl John Lindsay,
of Crawford, the chief of the clan, and Walter,
the younger of Edzell, his direct ancestor, who
left four sons, David, afterwards the nihth Earl
of Crawford, Alexander, John, and the
tr:_ro kl_a.st of lv;lu;m ;l:.m killed at the of

inkie, in 1547, ny interesting details are
fiwn in the Lives of t);'m Lindsays, vol. i. pp.

|

#6-192, and vol. ii., p, 261, |
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[Communicated. ]

The Question of Cuba,
A

To the Editors of the Sentinel:

T would respectfully advise you to republish
the whole of the following article from the
Washington Union, of Thursday last. 1 have
no doubt it speaks as il {rom authority,” and
what is more, it speaks the language of truth.
The facts on whieh it resis are as strong as the
policy which it recommends is bold and wise,
Shakspeare says that * the Letter part of valor
is diseretion;” but the reverse of the maxim is
also true in many cases; that ** the better part of
diseretion is valor.” There ave crisis when we
fhust meet the question boldly—face the danger
when it first appears, and resist it with all the
energy which God has placed in our hands.
The case before us is one of them.

Let me say at once that, as an American
statesman, I would rather not step my foot from
off this continent, at least for some time, if.wa
could honorably avoid it. I would rather fill up
the territory which we already own, from the At
lantie to the Pacifie, und graduslly acclimate the
foreigners who tuke refuge under the wings of
our eagle, to our free and glorious institutions,
than enlarge in any considerable degree the
hounds of'our territory. I would rather let the
islands alone. 1 would rather let Cuba remain
in the hands of Spain, if she will nse it wisely
and well. But I will never consent for Great
Britian to control the destiny of Cuba, 50 as to
Bll it with hordes of native apprenticed Afri-
cans, and plant by degrees another black re-
publie, like degraded ITayti, on the borders of
the southern States. If Gireat Britain is deter-
mined to strike at us by this insidious policy,
or if she is 50 insane as not to profit by her own
mischievous policy in ruining the island of
Jamaica by her hasty and fanatical scheme of
emancipation®—or if she will reverse the proper
flestiny of the population of Africa’ by bringing
gome of her nufortunate people from their own
continent to blur the face of Cuba, instead of

sending those back to her, who can be reached
by a.wise system of colonization, to colonize

L and christinnize her shores, we must at once

take our stand, and tell Great Britain that we
will not permit her to tanrper with Cuba. We
must tell her that her mischievous policy com-
1s us to change onr course, and that we must
Efwe Cuba at the hazard of a war with her.

It is said that she is already operating upon
the court of Madrid, and upon the greedy
and opulent planters of Cuba, to introduce the
system of apprenticesh;ls for ten years tocome,
to be followed by a total emancipation in fifty
years. 1 have no doubt the article in the
Union is founded upon this species of informa.
tion—and,in fact, alreadywe hear that measuves
have been taken by one of the richest planters
of Cuba, to introduce five thousand apprenticed
slaves from Africa, with the ptospect of making
a million of dollars by the operation. The same
appeal is to be made to the avarice of all the
Spanish cultivators—at the hazard of barbari-
zing this beautiful island, and disturbing the
tranguility of the southern States. Such a thing
must not be. I have no doubt that the Presi-
dent will do his duty in this emergency. T
have no doubt that instructions of the most
decided character have gome out to Loudon
and to Madrid—and that when it is time
to act, Franklin Pierce will be found at his
post, the faithful sentinel on the watch tower—
the redoubtable champion of the rights of the
nation. I differ with him on the New York
question, whilst T admit the honesty and purj
of his motive. All my sympathies are wi
the “hards,” whose past conduct deserves our
confidence on every new phase of the slavery
question; and I sincerely regret that the adminis-
tration has permitted itself 1o mingle at all with
the State concerns of New York. hhno;ghly
disapprove of Mr. Guthrie's letter, and of the
proseription of Bronson and O'Conor. Such
movements cannot abate the fory of factions
nor inure to the benefit of the administration,
As to my view of the Constitution, the Execu-
tive of Ifle,,l"edemf government has no essential
connection with the elections in the States, but
I should be false to my own feelings, and false
to what I believe the President’s general posi-
tion, if' [ did not express my warm confidence
in the principles of the man, He will be true
on the great measures of the democratic party.
He will carry out the State rights strict con-
struction doctrines of the Jeffersonian school,
He will lend no countenance to the unconsti-
tutiona! scheme of the Pacific railroad by the
agency of the federal government. He will
enlarge our navy necording to the spirit of the
age and the growing wants of our country. He
will introduce a wise economy in the expendi-
tures of the government. He will continue to
protect our rights abroad, with the same vigor
with which the Secretary of State, in his admi-
rable and invineible reply to the Austrian min-
ister, has vindieated the bold and chivalrous
conduct of In am. Above all, he will stand
up, on the subject of Cuba, for the tranquility
of the south and the honor of the Union. On
that important point there can be, to use his
own language, “no north,” no “sonth.”

. These hasty remarks are drawn from me by
the editorial article which has appeared in this
morning's National Intelligencer. 1am pleased
with its spirit, so far as it goes, and my object
is to draw it out one step further. But let the
Intelligencer speak for itself;

“The movement disclosed by the Uuron is cer-
tainly of deep interest to this country, especially
to our southern States, and will arrest universal
uttention. It is ealeulated to startle, but it should
hardly surprise us. When we consider at what
immense Pe,-cuniary cost England abolished slavery
in her West India possessions; that anti-slavery
15 4 great and ever active principle in her govern-
wental policy, whenever and wherever there is
opportunity for its exercise; when we add to this
that slavery has been long extinguished in the
large French Island of Hayti, it wounld have seem-
ed an inevitable event, in the lnw of progress, that
sooner or later slavery would share the same fate
in the gremt contignouns Island of Cuba, containin
o population of eight hundred thousand colored,
bond and free. 'We may regard the knellof slavery
in the Antilles to have been sounded the day that
the Parhament of England rashly, unwisely, and
unfortunately enmcted its extinction in her West
Indin colonies, Circumstances might retard, bat
nothing could prevent its final consummation
through some instrumentality or other. 11, ns is
now stated, the initial steps are taken against
slavery in Cuba, backed by the powerand influence
of England, the event has approached sooner than
we expected, and has been nccelerated by the
bueeancering expeditions fitted out on our shores
for the' conquest of the island, and the plots still
avowedly meditated, and openly encouraged by
high public functionaries, for wresting the island
from the dominion of Bpnin, Ir. howevcr, the
statements of the Union are unsupported by offi-
eial informntion, and are mere newspaper specu-
lntions and deductions, we should consider it an
artful plan to alarm and stimulate the flibustiering
elements which now swarm in our seaports, con-
cocting plans for another invasion. But, taki
the fucts to be authentic and announced in mﬁ
faith, they present a very grave conjuncture for the
decision of onr government. What course it
should take it would be presumptocus in us to
snf’, even if the circumstances of the case were
fully before us. Our wvince and present pur-
pose are simply to lay the affair before our readers
as it is given to the public through the official
paper.”

I confess my object is 1o call the Tntelligen-
cer out on this “ grave revelation—this “start-
ling theme,” Why talk of “presumption,” when
S0 important an event hangs like a thunder-

clond over the country? hat is a free press

*Hoe the frightful and dis E:-m" which has heen
drawn of the present wmnﬁm-
ernor Wood, of Ohle, He #t the [sland on 'lr
1o Valparniso, to which he hak been recently sent as consul,
The governor's testimony la still stronger, because ho i »
mdhuhem.‘ﬁﬂqb—whhhn s
pocted himself of being n froesofler. The danger of n pre-

mmu—ummmmn

worth, if at such

a crisis it does not come boldl
out, and speak from the house-tops the unt?

ments which suit the occasion? Why has the

been accumulating for ‘nm the
influence which it has ired in the public
mind, if it doea mot turn that influence to ae-
count? That distinguished journal has for
hany years heen charged with sacrificing the
interests of its own country to foreign influences.
Whether this inginuation, be troe or false, it is
not necessary to discuss at the present time,
But true or false, the influence of the Infelli-
gencer with foreign ministers is greater than
any other journal can pretend to exert. I
now appeal to its editors, therefore, to come out
and speak a warning voice to Mr. Crampton
before it be too late. Let it tell that gentle-
msnbv minister of the British government, that
the United States will never acquiesce in such a
movement—that we are determined to defeat it
at the hazard of every extremity—and that, un-
less he desires to plunge his nation in a war
with the United States, he should advise his
court of the ering tempest, which its inter
meddling and mischievous policy is calculated
to provoke.

n a word, let the futelligencer speak out in
the truampet tones which me a free and
putriotic press in a crisis like the present. Tts
editors may, essentially, assist’ in arresting the
treason which threatens our peace. A timely
word of frank and and Ennmns warning may
stoR' the mischief before it goes too far,

ill the National ME::;:W then speak
that word? Will it dare come forward and say
what will be its course, if this “ grave conjec-
ture” showld come up “for the decision of our
government ?”  'Will it stand hy its own coun-
try, or will it not? Let it speak out at once—
und who knows but that the conductor of ifs
press may draw off the lightnini which threatens
to burst upon us, N AMERICAN.,

From the Unlon of Thuraday.
The Cuban Question.

“The rumors which have prevailed for some
time as to the interference of Great Britain in the
slavery question in Cuba are revived, with eir-
cumstances of coroboration so strong that there is
but little room left for doubt as to their truth. It
has been about twelyve years, if our neémory is not
ut fault, since Sir Robert Peel justified the propo
sition to indemnify the owners of slaves in Ja-
mauica for their emancipation, upon the ground
that the measure of abolishing slavery in that
island wounid exert an influence upon this conti-
nent, and that twenty millions of pounds sterling
would be well spent for such an object. That
Eolic-y, as we believe, has been steadily pursued

y the British government, and is now actually
consummated, or is about being consummated, in
the sch of introducing apprentices from Africa
into Cuba, with the consent of Spainand under
the protection of British ships-of-war, to be worked
for ten years as slaves; with the further ngree-
ment that slavery shall cease 1o exist in the island
at the end of fifty years, We have reason to be-
lieve, from our private advices from Havana, that
wealthy Spaniards in Cuba are now negotiating for
the sale of African apprentices at fixed prices, in
anticipation of importations, for which arrange-
ments have been made with 'the government of
Madrid, und sanctioned and guarantied by the
British government. In that spirit of open-spoken
freedom which ought to be the ruling characteris-
tic of an Am'erican press, we deem it our duty to
call the attention of the American people 1o the
information derived from these significant facts.
It becomes us to survey them with cal and
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[Communiested.] .
To the Editors of the Sentinel:

I have read in your paper two articles in
xelation to “old fogies," in which you have un-
dertaken to demonstrate the necessity ol sub-
stituting at the head of our army and navy

bureanx younger officers for the present in-
cumbents, and it strikes me as madifestly right

and proper that this change should be made,
It ium for by public uﬁﬁ:iun, and demunded
by the true interests of the army and navy.
In the latter branch of the public service, Tam
g:.ite sare of its urgent necessity, unless the
cretary of the Navy shouold think, as his
predecessors seem to have done, that these
offices belong to their present incumbents,
either from a right derived from possession, or
from their old age and imbecility; and that,
being unfit for sen service, hut covetous of full
pay, they are to be kept in the bureaux as sine-
cures to squander the public trensure.

1f these old tars cannot be got to take their
trick at the helm, put them on a vefived lst or
on furlongh, where they will be out of harm's
way and out of the way of active and energetic
officers. It is prepostérous to say that t
superanuated tars are as competent to admin-
ister the important duties devolvingupon them
as the head of a hureau as a majority of their
juniors uow in the service,

These time-honored fogies have heen for a
long series of years basking in tho gayeties of
the metropolis, dancing attendance upon the
several ndministrations through which they
have passed, until they have become rusty in
nautical affairs, whilst a host of their juniors
in the service ave traversing the different seas,
observing the daily improvemenia that are
being made in other gountries, in their RBE@C‘-
tive navies, and particularly in that branch of
them relating to steamers, that it appears too
Eal bly manifest that we are a long way be-

in u{'other nation that pretends to havé a
navy. Look, for instance, at the state of our
naval steamers at this time. I do not think we
have more than one effective, available first-
class steamer in onr navy, (the Mississippi,)
whilst we have expended money sufficient to
have had, at a low estimate, at least ten. Look,
for instance, at the Union, the Alleghany, the
Saranae, and the Princeton. What service
have they performed? And what amount of
money have they cost?

I have no doubt it will now cost as much to
make them available, (if it is possible to do it
at all,) as it would to build new ships of equal
tonnage. | The enquiry then properly comes up,
who is to blame? Where and with whom 13
the fault? Many, no doubt, will answer that
the fault is with the Secretary of the Navy—
then what becomes of your old tars, your old
heroes, at the heads of" your bureaux?
They are presumed to be his g\?aers- at all
events the head of the construction imrea'n,
whose especial duty it is to attend toand order
the coustruction, equipment, and vepair of the
navy. These worthy tars who lave held on
with such pertinacity, for so many years, con-
trary to law, registing every effort to fill the
bureau in obedience to the law creating it, with.
o naval constructor; these, 1 contend, are the
ones responsible for ull these failings; this
enormous amount of money which has been
ed upon these stenmers, and in many

determination. We would not indulge in pas-
sionate denunciation, but we would speak as we
would have our gevernment to act, with prompt-
ness, firmness, and energy.

“As a question of humanity, the practical exe-
cution of the scheme of Africanizing Cuba is re-
\'alliui to human nature. It has but to be looked
at in this point of view to see in it a revival, in its
most hideous form, of the slave trade. Let it be
remembered that the condition of the apprentice
for the ten years of his servitnde is to be stripped
of those features in the slavery of the United
States which make humanity of treatment an ob-
Ject of interest as well as of duty to the owner.
The apprentice is to be sold into bondage for ten
years, and during that period is to be subjected 10
such system of labor and treatment as will prove
most profitable 1o the exactions of unfeeling ava-
rice. Ten years of such hondage will be infinitely
worse than a lifetime of re years and
ten of the slavery which exists in our southern
States. Ten s will become the limit of physi-
cal cap E thdapprentice; and if be survives
tlus limit with life, it will only be his lot to take
his freedom with no capacity (o enjoy it. On the
mere question of humanity, the sentiments of the
civilized world ought to rise up and denouhce it
as too shockingly barbarous to be tolerated.

“ But it is our duty to look at the movement in
its intended and its probuble bearin npon our na-
tional interests, and in this point of view it pre-
sents a question of momentous magnitude. Form-
ing our opinion upon well-authenticated historical
facts, we are justified in atiributing to Great Bri-
tain now the same motive which Sir Robert Peel
avowed in regard to the abolition of slavery in
Jamaica—the motive of exerting an influence on
the institutions of the United States. If that mo-
tive was sufliciently strong in regard to Jamaica
1o induce so distinguished a Briush statesman to
advocate an expenditure of twenty millions of
pounds, how much more potent may we not sup-
pose the inducement to as 1o the Africani-
zation of Cubal But the question is not con-
fined in its range to the probable influence which
a nation of free negroes may exert upon the
institutions of the southern States, and conse-
quently upon the integrity of our federal Union,
Viewed in this light, the efficient action of out
government is invoked by the most obvious prin-
ciples of sell-preservation.

“ Bearing in mind that this movement originates
with, or at least owes all of its hopes of success
to, the counsels and interference of Great Britain,
we cannot avoid the conclusion that it is to be ex-
cuted under the guaranties of the British navy, so
it must be made eflectual by a continued British

rotectorate over the Island ol Cuba. The effect
18 the transfer of Cuba from Spain to Great Britain,
making it substantially a British instead of a Span-
ish province or colony. In this aspect ofthe case,
the decided action of our government is demand-
ed by that universally-approved American senti-
ment which is prepared lo resist, at all hazards,
any attempt of any European power to interfere
with the affairs of this continent. Upon all these
grounds the intelligence from Cuba indicates the
approach of a crisis which must settle the destiny
of the island. We have every assurance in the
past course of the President and his cabinet that
they will discharge their duty with firmpess and
courage ; whilst we have equal guaranty that their
action will be the result of the most deliberate and
patriotic convictions. In view of a crisis so mo-
mentous, the heart ol the patriot President must
swell with emotions of national pride to know that
with the ucetlion of a few contemptible fanatics,
he will be backed and sustained 1o the last extre-
mity in his determination to follow the dictates of
humanity, to guard the constitutional rights of all
the States, 1o preserve the integrity of the federal
Union, and to resist the n wns of British
monarchy, by the united voice and energies of a
people who are jealous of their honor, who are
informed of their rights, and who are ready to
stake life, liberty, and property on the preserva-
tion of both, By all the considerations of interest,
ol honor, of blood, we have appealed to Great Bri-
tain to desist from her mad interference in our do-
mestic concerns ; but our appeal has been in vain,
and we shall be compelled to throw ourselves back
upon our rights, and our government, gnided by a
lielmsman who knows neither fear nor dishonor,
must stand by these rights, and leave the conse-
quences to an overruling Providence.”

. Tur Ewprrok oF Russia Axp u1s Troops.—
A gentleman of New York, who was recently
resent in St. Petersburgh at a review of 160,
E{'IO Russian troops by the emperor, the Mirror
says, describes him as a rlggospedmen of
;hde phyhsliml man ; inalcll,' :l\ six feet th;ee, ;nd
mira roportioned, with snow white hair
and ruddycl:mntenmoe. He was plainly dressed
in ad.nri green frock, with a black chapeau
without feathers; and, mounted on a coal black
charger of immense size, the Czar looked
s ‘fhinchump.‘ oy 3 ing_before him h
were n ore him he
suddenly raised his hnr::,a‘signll for a halt,
when he dismounted, walked up to a private in
the ranks, and asked him to unbutton his coat.
On finding that the soldier was without a shirt
the emperor promptly ordered the officers of
the company to Siberia, and the officers of the
regiment were instantly degraded to the rank
privates.
A@rTue Lare Rev, Siowey Ssrrn observed
that a railway whistle seems to him to be some-
thing like the scream an would give

when first the devil canght hold of him.

i
o‘}her kindred projeets and fooleries.

It is high time, and I most earnestly hope
the present able and efficient secretary will see
the necessity of_looking into this mutter and
reforming it, by “placing younger and more ef-
ficient officers in their places. There is no
good reason why these gentlemen should have
a life estate in these comfortable places. We
have other officers equally, if not more meri-
torious, than they, and whose services will
compare with theirs without disparagement in
anf way. : ;

m::ﬁgmposa to look a little into the duty
perfor by this aristocracy of the navy. At
the head of one of the bureaus stands a gentle-
man who has been in service fifty-two years,
during which time he has been unemployed, or,
in other words, upon leave pay, only two years.
Since he was promoted to a captain, he has
been at sea nine years and two months—total
sea service, twenty-one years and two months;
shore duly, thirty years and four months ! His
has been quite & downy time. At the head of
another hurean, stands a gentleman who has
been forty-six years in the navy. He has been
on shorve duty twendy-two years! Sea duty,
seventeen years and seven months ; sea service,
a8 a captain, four years and ten months. An
ensy time this, :

now come to the third member of this aris-
toeracy, who, for a long time, has been chief of
another burean. This gentleman has been in
our navy forty-three years and ten months ; un-
employed, twelve years and four months ; shore
duty, seventeen years and two months ; sea ser-
vice, fourteen years and seven months; sea ser-
vice since promoted to captain, two  years and
three months, It would really appear that
these worthies seem to think that, from their
gallantry and services to the country, which
raised them to the dignified rank of captains,
they are to retire from ship board und alternate
from the command of a navy-yard to that of
chief of a burean.

That there are many, very many abuses ex-
isting in the navy, which have no doubt arisen
from the want of judgment and bad counsel-
lors of the two Secretaries preceding the pre-
sent one, the public mind is directed with much
anxiety to the present able and accomplished
Secretary of the Navy, under a firm and full
conviction that he will interpose his authority,
and at once reform these amses by bringing
around him new counsellors, composed of ju-
nior officers, in the vigor of manhood, and
thereby have a healthy state of affairs, and re-
instate the navy to the rank she formerly held
among other nations, and which the En.l an
and nautieal skill of her officers and men so
justly entitle her to hold at the present mo-
ment.

The subject to which these remarks are di-
rected, being one of such interest to the coun-
try, and involving so large an amount of in-
quiry and time, that I will, at a foture time,
(not far distant,) again refer to it, mentioning
the merits and services of the incumbents of
the burean, specifying how they have heen em-
ployed, with many topics of public interest
which will be brought to notice,

AN OLD TAR,
© Wasnixerox, Ocf, 18, 1853,

“Orp Buri's Coscerr ! said Mrs, Parting-
ton, glancing up from her kitting as she read
the announcement of the grand concert on Sat-
urday evening, and she smiled as the ridiculous
fancy ran through her mind, like & grass hop-
per in a stubble field, of an old lmlrz-iving a
concert. “And yet it is'nt 8o very wonderful,”
continued she, “ for I remember a cat and ca-
nary that lived together, and one or tother of
of "em used to sing beautifully. But I wonder
what he plays on.” Ike suggested that he
B:ayed onone of his own horns, which scemed to

reasonable. “Iam glad he is going to
his concert, because when I went down to
n lfmnt artizan play on a violence, as they
c:th od m;'t, tho; h 1 f]mnd out afterwards it was
nothing but a fiddle, they were going to charge
a dollar till T told ‘em I was ona of the connec:
tions of the Fost, and they let me in. Tean't
think what music an old bull can mkz;lu’n
sare. It must be very uproarious, I Id
think, and better fitted” for overturns than for

pastureal music.” Sheclosed her critique with
a pinch of snuff, and got on to her wires again
and went ahend,

like a tel ic dispatch, i
while Ik:g:nwnud himself by scratching his
name with a b:::d nai} in magn&iﬁmt IR%mmu:
capitals u newly painted pannel o
kitchen dop:tn e

8. A Toven Feuuow—The Cincinnati Ga-
zelfe states that a man fell to the ground from
s five-story building in that city, to

tonishment of everybod up

into the house.
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We received yesterday from
volume, containing an account of the proceed-
ings of the Maritime Convention recently held
at Brussels, at the instance of Lieut. Haurfy, of
the United States navy, for the purpose of de-
termining, with the conenrrence of all maritime
nations, the adoption of a uniform system of
nautical obsertations for the advancement of
seientific navigation, This new work is writ-
ten in French and English. It contains the
minutes of the convention, with a summary re-
port drawn up by Lieut. Maury, and & form or
model for the journal which senmen ave desired
to keep in prosecution of the objects of the
convention.  As our Paris correspondent men-
tioned in a late lettur, the econvention’ opened
in room of the hotel of the Belgian Minister
of the Interior, at Brussels, and was composed
of delegates representing the following coun-
tries : United States, England, France, Russia,
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Holland, Belgium,
and Portugal. M. Quetelel, the Jearned direc-
tor of the observatory of Brussels, was chosen
president of the convention, Lieut. Maury
opened the labors of the body with an expose
ope the wanis of nautical seience in its present
state, of his own ;
those wants, and o bim:lann for effecting com-
pletely the reforms needed by the co-operation
of the marines, merchant and military, of all
civilized nations, Having heard the expose of
Lieut. Maury, the convention first bestowed its
attention upon the instraments in general use
among seamen for making their observations ;
and it was resolved that eﬂgorts ghould be made
to ameliorate several of them. The marine
barometer especially was recognised to be very
deficient. So faulty is it, said Lieut. M., that
meteorologists, in their invuﬁgmﬁons into the
laws of atmospheric pressure, fin
almost constantly ‘'unable to give any value to
the barometvical observations made at sea.
The conference then prepared a model journal
for the nse of sea captains in recording their
observations, ;

The first column of this journal, says the re-
port, indicates the number and kind of obser-
vations which the United States government re-
guires of sew captains in order to entitle them
to gratuitous participation in the advantages
anticipated as the result of the system, They
are required to record once a day the position
of the ship, the direction and force of currents,
the height of the barometer, and the tempera-
ture of the airand water, Theforce and direction
of the winds must be given three times a day,
and the variations of the needle must be noted
whenever observed. The succeeding columns
of the journal are intended particularly for the
use of vessels of war, and are to contain com-
plementary observations, the making and re-
cord of which require more time, care, and
gkill, When the ohservations shall have been
made and recorded in the manner prescribed
they are to be forwarded to a bureau organizeti
ad hoe, where they will be examined, and the
information they contain made to concur for
the discovery ofy the general facts and laws the
knowledge of which is necessary for the ad-
vancement of the science of navigation. The
King of Sweden caused to beannounced to the
convention that he had already given orders
that the journals kept by chdia“lrx uaval officers
should be transmiltelho the Royal Academy of
Sciences at Stockhol®™. The povernments of
Holland, of Belgium, and of Portugal, have
taken similar measures, and the Admiralty of
Great Britain will order meteorological obser-
vations to be made in the royal navy. M.
announced that the merchant marines of other
nations wonld be placed in the prosecution of
this work upon the same footing with that of
the United States; that is to say, every sea
captain who would keep during his voyages a
journal upon the plan’preseribed by ia con-
vention, and forward a copy of the same to the
American government, should he entitled gratis
to a copy of the Navigator's Guide, and of the
charts of winds and currents, which it was in-
tended to publish. Having settled these va-
rious matters, the convention adjourned sine
die on the 8th of September, after voting thanks
to the Belgium government for the liberal spirit
with which it had concurred in the views DF the
delegates, and furnished all needfull facilitiea
for E:; prosecution of their labors.

“Thus,” adds the Independance of Brussels, at
the conclusion of an article upon the convention
and its results, “thus, thanks to the initiative
taken by a mere lieutenant of the American navy,
the prineipal maritime nations of the earth have
become engnged in one of the most vast and uses
‘ful scientific enterprises that have ever been con-
ceived. Thus have those nations concurred in
common efforts to explore for the common good
air and ocean, which belong in common to the
human race. The results of this grand enterprise
will without doubt reach beyond the narrow limits
which Lient. Maury at first proposed to himself.
But, whatever those results may be, has not the
convention of Brussels already presented, as Lieut.
M. eloguently remarked, a fine spectacle to the
world It has united in the noble end of benefit-
ing humunity a convention of naval oflicers whom
heretofore we have never seen assembled except
to deliberate atthe cannon’s mouth upon the most
efficient means for the wholesale destruction of
the human species. Is not this a moral result
upon which we may well congratulate ourselves,
while awaiting those of a sciemific nature which
we reasonably expect ?  Let us nlso congratulnte
ourselves upon the faer that Belgium hus been
¢hiosen for the preparation of this work of civiliza-
tion and of peace.  Long has our country been the
battle field upon which the governments of Europe
have debated their quarrels. It is now the pacitic
rendezvous of men nddressing themselves to the
organization, by the co-operation of all civilized
nations, of enterprises for the good of mankind.
Our country’s neutrality, established by policy, is
daily becoming consecrated by science. Here is
one power more ranging itsell on eur side, and it
is a powgr whose nid is not 1o be despised.”

his store, and left one of his mahogany rockers
out-doors. To prevent its being stolen, hadn't
you hetter send John to bring it over here till
morning 7"

“Certainly, my love. John, go to Smith's
and get that rocker which is standing on the
stoop, and bring it over to the store for safe
keeping.! - :

John goes—John stays—John continues to
stay. Twelve o'clock comes—so does one, and
two o'clock, Ahout half-past two, an immense
double kuock is heard at the door. Up go
windows—out go nighteaps—and off starts an
inquiry :

* What's the row?”

“ We helong to the night police, and we have
got a man in custody for stealing rockers. He
says he lives with you, and wants yon to come
to ‘the station,” where we have him incar-
cerated since ten o'clock.”

Mr. Jones leaves his wife aud pillow—puts
on his cassimeres—and _off for the watch-
house, where he finds *“John,” sure enough, ar-
rested for purloining furniture.” Au expla-
nation takes place—John obtains his hat and
liberty—aund resolves to never do another
natured action in his life. Mr. Jones returns to
the bosom of his family, where he finds Mrs, J.

ing off into her fourth hysteric, because sh
and that her husband would never came
alive. Jones flies for a physician. At the end
of the week n bill of eight”dollars is presented
for “medicine and attendance.’ Jones swears
at Smith, and imitates “John,” and says he
will never do another good-natured wetion in -
his life.

AMoral—Don't shut your store till- “yonr
things " are all in; that is, if you don't want to

ve some ﬁood-nntnrnd ueig’hbor twenty dol-
-  worth of trouble for a five dollar rocking-
chair.

4~ Returns from forty counties in. Pennsylva.

uin give n majority of sixtesn thousand for the de-

mocratic State ticket, The remaining counties

:;:l'l pml;nh!y increase (he majority 1o twenty-five
usnnd,

The Greeufield, Massachusetis, Manufac.

mer
turing Company, at the Factory Village, b
m;‘;dwe;’fv’;- bour nymn.” —

Fst labors for the supply of *

d themselves

B8 “ My dear, Mr. Smith has just closed

%,




